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“A new beginning” by Matthew Street, The Vicar, based on Luke 2:21-24, 39-40

When eight days had passed, the time came to circumcise the child; and they called 
him Jesus, the name the angel had given even before conception. When the time came 
for him to be purified according to the law of Moses, they brought him to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the Lord”. They offered a sacrifice as prescribed in the 
law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle doves or two young pigeons’. When they had done 
everything the law of the Lord required, they returned to their hometown of Nazareth 
in Galilee. The child grew in strength and wisdom; and God’s favour rested on him. 
(Luke 2:21-24, 39-40)

“And it’s from the old I travel to the new” – so runs the popular hymn of Sydney 
Carter - and those words perfectly capture a truth at the heart of the gospel: that in 
Christ we see a new beginning. Yet, read the account of Jesus’ presentation at the 
temple and you could be excused for thinking that nothing was going to change 
after all. Jesus was brought according to the law of Moses; presented at the temple 
as it is written in the law of the Lord, and a sacrifice offered as prescribed in the law 
of the Lord. It was only when they had done everything the law required that Mary 
and Joseph felt able to return home.

Do not be fooled, however, for once Jesus began his ministry it became clear that 
he brought a decisive break with the old. ‘You have heard it said’, he told the crowd, 
concerning various points of the law,’but I say to you’, after which he set out a new 
and revolutionary interpretation of established wisdom. This was a break with the 
past, a parting of the ways between old and new, but it was not a complete part-
ing, for he was also able to say, ‘Do not think I have come to abolish the law or the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil.  From the old had come something 
new. Turn from the birth to the death of Jesus, for thirty-three years later he was pre-
sented to God in Jerusalem once again, only this time there were to be no sacrifices 
offered on his behalf - he was the sacrifice! Here, supremely, is the Christ who brings 
new life out of old, transforming what has been into what shall be. He continues to 
do the same in our lives today, taking what we are and reshaping our lives day by 
day into a new creation.
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Advertising in this Newsletter
FREE for voluntary organisations and char-
ities based in Wellow. All other individuals 
and businesses, whether based in Wellow or 
elsewhere.
Full page: £10 per month: £100 per annum
Half page: £5 per month: £50 per annum
Cheques to be made payable to St. Julian’s 
Church P.C.C. and sent to the Editor.

Church Community 
Groups

Wellow Prayer Group
Tuesdays at 3pm
Phone Pauline for details: 832625

Benefice Praise and Prayer
Every Monday, 7.45pm-9.30pm
@ The Vicarage, Peasedown St John
‘God is spirit, and his worshippers must 
worship in spirit and in truth.’ John 4:24.
Please join us as we praise God, hear from 
His Word, and come to Him in prayer.

Benefice Office
For anything church related contact the 
Benefice Office:
Tel: 07973972018
Email: office@stjsgroup.church

Sunday Services in
January

Keep fit for life – Generosity

Want to keep in touch?
St Julian’s Church sends out a weekly 
e-newsletter with all the latest news and 
views from around the Benefice. 
Email administrator@stjsgroup.church to 
subscribe to the mailing list.

Contact the Vicar: 
The Revd. Matthew Street 
Tel: 01761 432293
Email: mgstreet@me.com 
or through the church website.

Visit the Church website: www.stjsgroup.church

Sunday 5th January:  10.00 a.m.
Talk: Train yourself to be Godly.’ 1 Tim-
othy 4:6-16, 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
Leader: Andrew Avromenko
Speaker: Andrew Avromenko

Sunday 12th January: 10.30 a.m. H.C.
Joint benefice Service at St. John’s 
Peasedown

Sunday 19th January: 10.00 a.m.
All Age Worship
Talk: Rich generosity. 2 Corinthians 
8:1-15
Leader: AAW team
Speaker: AAW team

Sunday 26th January: 10.00 a.m. 
Review of Giving Sunday
Talk: Give with a generous heart. Exo-
dus 35:4-35
Leader: Matthew Street
Speaker: Matthew Street

St John’s Peasedown
1st Sunday  9..00am BC 10:30am HC  
  4:30pm SF
2nd Sunday    Joint Benefice Service
3rd Sunday     10:30am HC  4:30pm SF HC
4th Sunday    10:30am MP  4:30pm SF
BC =  Bubble Church
HC = Holy Communion 
SF =  Soul Food: A service with modern lively 

music followed by a family tea 
MP =  Morning Praise  



Church News
A Happy New Year from all at St Julian’s.

We had some wonderful services here at St Julian’s over the Christmas period: The 
AAW Christingle; A Carols by Candlelight service followed by mulled wine and 
mince pies; the Christmas Eve Children’s Nativity and Christmas Day Family Wor-
ship. All were very well attended and full of joy and happiness.

Now we are in a New Year with lots to look forward to. We have a new Curate, which 
we were not expecting, coming in July. We very much look forward to meeting her 
and her family.

Things are looking positive with regard to the kitchen/loo project.

On Sunday Jan 12th  we will be joining St John’s  Peasedown for a joint Benefice 
service when we will be celebrating 20 years of having Matthew as our Vicar.

Hopefully the planned clean-up of the belfry will take place this  month.

The flower and cleaning rotas have been circulated for the year; thank you to every-
one. Also we are grateful to the team who make sure that the church is opened daily 
and shut at night; we know this is appreciated by the comments in the visitors book.

Pam Pike & Jane Rees, Church Wardens

Wellow 2024 Poppy Collection

A big thank you to everyone who donated to our Poppy Collection this year. We 
raised £316.07!

Sarah Hartigan

Sunday 12th January. 10.30 am at St John’s, Peasedown.
Please join us to celebrate the 20 years of Matthew and Jane being with us. Tom 
Benyon will be leading the service and Tom Morgan, born and brought up in PSJ 
and now a vicar in the Diocese of Salisbury, will be preaching.

The service will be followed by a bring and share lunch. Please bring anything you 
like but if you want some guidance, it is being co-ordinated by Jo Venning, email:  
jo.vening@stjsgroup.church.

Young Carers Development Trust
One of the charities that St Julian’s Church supported this year was the Young Carers 
Development Trust and we thought that the village might like to know  more about 
their work and perhaps also support them.





Community Matters: Support your Village
The Parlour Shop, the Village Hall, the Church and the Societies



Don’t forget to visit the Wellow website @ www.wellowparish.info



From the Wellow archive – to remind you that summer will come!
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Wellow Parish Diary
Regular activities:
Parish Council meetings: Village Hall; Contact: Parish Clerk: Email: clerk@wellowpc.org.
uk
Magic Box Pre-School: Village Hall; Mondays, Wednesday and Friday in term-time. 9.00 
a.m. to 3.00 p.m. Contact: Tel: 0771 2369130 or Email: MagicBoxPreSchool@outlook.com
Boules: Wellow Recreation Ground; Summer months: Wednesday, 6.00pm and Sunday, 
2:30pm. October: Sunday afternoon only. Contact: Email: wellow.boules@gmail.com: Tel: 
01225 830188
Wellow Wellbeing Art & Craft Group: Village Hall; Tuesdays, 10.30-13.00. Contact Averil 
Swift: Tel: 01373 834384 or Vicky Hamerton: Tel: 01225 835840
Wellow Knitting Group: Manor Close Community Hall: Monday’s 1.30–4 p.m. Contact 
Pam Pike. Tel:  07428 846473 Email: pamela.pike8@gmail.com
Bellringing: Wednesday evening, 7.30 p.m. at St Julian’s Church. Contact Clover Holland; 
Tel: 01225 833348: Email: cloverholland@outlook.com
Lunch Club: Village Hall;  3rd Thursday in the month, September to June. Contact: Vicky 
Hammerton: Tel: 01225 835840
Mobile Library: Alternate Tuesdays. Village hall: 10.45–11.45 a.m. 

Wellow Parish Directory:
Wellow Horticultural Society: Secretary: Tel: 07966 080005: Email: info@hortsoc.wellow.
org
Parlour Shop: Tel: 835438: Email: wellowparlourshop@gmail.com
Wellow Village Hall bookings: Tel: 835840. Email: canndu@live.com
Wellow Community Bus: Contact: Mike Tel: 07854 414084, Email: michaeljclarkson@
gmail.com 
Friends of St. Julians: Contact: Email: friends@stjulianswellow.co.uk
Wellow Valley Tennis: Contact: Email: wvtennisclub@gmail.com
BANES Local Councillors: Matt McCabe: Tel: 07711 047267; Email: mattmccabe.1@out-
look.com. Fiona Gourley: Tel: 07803 015886; Email: Fiona_Gourley@bathnes.gov.uk

Westlink, flexible bus service: Website: westlink.app.ridewithvia.com]westlink.app.ride-
withvia.com Tel: 0117 4578561 Email: westlink@wedrt.com

Parish Magazine Editor: Jane Rees, 3 Weavers Orchard, Wellow; Tel: 07950 605239; Email: 
jane@reestools.co.uk. Please let me have material for the following month’s magazine by 
18th of each month.


